
Unit 16:  Marriage, Dating, and 

Relationships 

Warm-up:  What are the qualities of an ideal person to date or marry? 

Talk about Your Country: 

1) Do people date in your country?  What do people do on dates?

2) At what age do most people in your country get married?

3) What are some common engagement and/or wedding customs in your country?

Discuss: What do you think?  Read about the couples below and the circumstances 

surrounding their relationship.  Do you think the couple should get married?  Why or why not? 

1) Matt is 12 years older than Jennifer, but they have many common interests.

2) Lynn and Brian met in college, where they took many classes and had the same major, but

Brian’s family is very well-to-do, and Lynn’s family is poor.

3) Sarah and Steve have a good time together and have many friends, interests, and beliefs in

common, but Sarah wants to have children soon, and Steve never wants to have any.

4) Cathy is a doctor and makes a large amount of money, but Ricky never went to college and

makes half as much money as Cathy does.

5) Cecelia is 30 years old.  She met Lee one month ago, and now he and her parents are

pushing her to marry him.

6) Chen and Rachel wen to the same university, enjoy the same hobbies, and have the same

friends, but Chen has never met Rachel’s parents.  Her parents have already told her they

do not want her to marry Cheng because the two of them have different religions and

cultures.



Unit 16:  Marriage, Dating, and 

Relationships 

Reading: Valentine’s Day is a popular American holiday that celebrates love.  Read the 

excerpt below about the tradition of exchanging Valentine’s Day cards.  What factors 

contributed to the growth of the tradition?    

http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day 



Unit 16:  Marriage, Dating, and 

Relationships 

Idioms and Expressions:  (from http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/) 

 

Idioms 

1. To be head over heels (in love) 

• To be in love with someone very much, especially at the beginning of a 

relationship.   

2. Puppy love 

• Romantic love which a young person feels for someone and which usually 

disappears as they become older 

3. A marriage/match made in heaven 

• A marriage which is likely to be happy and successful because the two 

people are very well suited to each other 

 

Expressions 

1. They are serious about each other. 

2. They are very compatible.   

3. It’s just infatuation. 

4. He has a crush on her. /  It’s just a crush. 

 

 

Vocabulary:   

 

Boyfriend/girlfriend 

Significant other 

Relationship 

Blind date 

Double date 

To ask out 

To go out (together) 

To break up 

Common interests 

Soulmates    

 

 

 

 

Fiancé 

To pop the question 

To get engaged 

Bride 

Groom 

Bridesmaid 

Groomsmen 

Maiden name 

Arranged marriage 

Divorce 

 

 

Conversation Questions: 

1. How do we learn to love? 

2. Do you believe in love at first sight? 

3. What do you think contributes to the high divorce rate in our country? 

 


